Fingerprint Patterns

When a person is to be identified from fingerprints, the investigator begins by ascertaining what type of fingerprint it is.
Fingerprints are divided into three main types, each with a characteristic pattern: arches, loops and whorls.

Pattern Probability
Loops 0.60 = 60%
Whorls 0.35 = 30%
Arches and patterns 0.05 = 5%

As you can see, loop patterns are the most common, while arches are quite rare.
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