Fingerprinting
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Standard Procedure – Lifting Fingerprints 

(Carbon powder dusting)

1. Using soft brush, dust a small amount of carbon powder onto brush

2. Twisting the brush, gently swirl onto the fingerprint, and dust off excess

3. Using selllotape or similar, stick carefully over dusted print and peel off

4. Stick onto evidence sample sheet

Standard Procedure – Fixing Fingerprints

1. Place fingerprint box into the fume cupboard

2. Place object into fingerprint box

3. Place a few drops of superglue into the metal tray

4. Light the tea-light candle and leave fumes to attach to fingerprint (approx. 10 mins)

5. Fingerprint can then be ‘lifted’ using the procedure above

Taking Fingerprints from a Suspect

1. Hold suspects finger and roll it firmly across the ink pad from left side to right

2. Repeat the same motion to transfer print onto the fingerprint evidence sheet

3. Repeat for all fingers and thumbs of both hands

4. Using a hand lens, look at the fingerprint and identify characteristics and patterns using the fingerprint reference sheet.
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