Gun Shot Residue Testing


When a firearm is discharged, a residue 
from the gunshot is deposited on the 
culprits hand. The presence and pattern 
of this residue on the hand can indicate 

whether the suspect was holding the gun 
after it was fired, whether the suspect 

fired the gun, or whether they were not 
in the area of the gunshot.

Gun Shot Residue (GSR) contains Barium, 
Antimony and Silver and we can test for 
Barium and Silver.

Standard Procedure for testing for Barium

1. Dip cotton bud into distilled water and rub over the hand between the index finger and thumb

2. Dip the swab into 5ml of distilled water to dislodge any bits of barium into the water

3. Add a few drops of Sulphuric acid (1M), If a precipitate appears (barium sulphate), this indicates the presence of GSR.

Standard Procedure for testing of Silver

1. Dip cotton bud into distilled water and rub over the hand between the index finger and thumb

2. Dip the swab into 5ml of distilled water to dislodge any bits of silver into the water

3. Add a few drops of Hydrochloric Acid (1M). If a precipitate appears (silver chloride), this indicates the presence of GSR.

REMEMBER! 

A positive result for both Barium and Silver is required to confirm presence of GSR
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