Hair Sample Analysis

The discovery and identification of trace evidence can often be the defining moment in a homicide investigation. Whenever two persons come in contact with each other, there is always some transfer of materials from one person to the other. This is why it is so important to preserve the integrity of a crime scene until homicide investigators and crime lab technicians examine the scene thoroughly. 
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You will need:

· Hair sample
· Microscope
· Glass slide
· Distilled water
· Hair sample comparison pictures
Standard Procedure of Hair Sample Analysis

1. Remove hair sample from evidence bag and note information as written on the evidence bag

2. Place onto a glass slide and add a drop of distilled water

3. Gently lean a cover slip next to the sample and lower slowly, being careful to avoid air bubbles

4. Place under the microscope on low magnification and make notes. Compare to hair sample analysis pictures and determine origin of hair sample. You made need to increase the magnification for this.
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Naturally shed hairs, such 


as a head hair dislodged 


through combing, display 


undamaged, 


club-shaped roots.
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A hair forcibly removed 


from the scalp will exhibit 


stretching and damage


 to the root area.
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Forcibly removed hairs 


may have tissue attached




















