Soil Analysis
In some circumstances, a soil sample may be obtained from the suspect and/or the victim or crime scene. The composition of soil can be quite specific, and it can be tested for trace elements of certain metals.

Standard Procedure of Flame Test of Soil sample

1. Place a small amount (about a spatula) of the soil sample into the centre of you watch glass

2. Add 5 drops of ethanol

3. Stir gently with the spatula

4. Ignite using the lit splint

5. Observe the colour of the burning flame ad compare to the comparison chart

	Metal
	Colour of flame


	Lithium 
	Red

	Sodium
	Strong orange

	Potassium
	Lilac/pink

	Calcium
	Orange/red

	Copper
	Blue/green


