MOBILE PHONES – HEALTH RISK OR SCARE?

WHAT THE SCIENTISTS SAID ABOUT THE EVIDENCE

Read the comments made by people working in the field of mobile phones and health.

Answer the following questions.

The conclusions of those who carried out the research

Alan Preece, University of Bristol:

I'm pretty sure there is no effect on short-term memory.

Dr Lennart Hardell, Orebro Medical Centre:

There is biological indication that there is a problem which should be studied much more. I think that until we have a definite conclusion, the definitive result of much larger studies, we need to minimise the exposure to human beings.

Dr George Carlo, Wireless Technology Research:

We clearly have results that suggest something more here than meets the eye. The science we have today clearly shows that this is not black and white. That we have moved now into a grey area that suggests there could be a problem that needs to be looked at very, very carefully.

Comments from other scientists interested in this research

John Moulder, Radiation Oncologist, Medical College of Wisconsin:

These experiments tend to work in one lab but fail in others, suggesting that technical glitches are responsible for the results.

If it doesn’t reliably cause cancer in animals at high doses, then it probably isn't going to cause cancer in humans.

Comments from spokespeople of government and industry agencies

John Stather, National Radiological Protection Board

This study [by Lennart Hardell of the Orebro Medical Centre] doesn’t tell us much that we didn't already know, other than that we need larger more extensive studies.

Tom Wills-Sandford, Federation of the Electronics Industry:

The industry takes all the reports seriously and does not try to conceal anything. The limits set by the NRPB [National Radiological Protection Board] are up to 50 times lower than those which might produce adverse tissue warming.

Dr Michael Clark, National Radiological Protection Board:

We honestly see no reason to change our recommendations. But no scientist would ever say the risk was zero ... we will be the first to tell people if present research on mobiles suggests a need for change.

Questions
1 
Why do you think Lennart Hardell recommends minimising exposure from mobile phones?

2 
What reason does John Moulder give for being unconvinced by the evidence of risk from mobile phones?

3 
Do you agree with John Stather’s assertion that larger studies are needed? 


Explain your answer.

4
To what extent do the scientists agree about the risks?

5
Do you think scientific research can give a certain answer about the risk?

6
Would you be happy to use mobile phones in the same way as you do now, given the evidence you have studied?
